
November 10, 2020 
 
 
Dear Students, Parents and Legal Guardians: 
  
As we progress through the school year, and come closer to holiday vacations, I wanted 
to touch base with families about the current status of COVID-19 in our county, and 
provide additional information that you might like to know. 
  
As of November 9, 2020, the county incidence rate is 81.9.  There was a spike in cases 
recently in the town of Oroville, with several cases in the 0-19 age group.  Those cases 
were contained within one small group and the cases did not stem from, or have 
associations with the Oroville School District.  To date, Oroville School District has not 
had a single positive case since reopening to in-person schooling.  This is not to say 
there will not be a positive case in the future, especially when we consider that we are 
heading into the holiday season where travel between counties, and states, will 
occur.  Our County Health Department has taken the position that as long as there is 
not an unmanageable outbreak within our school district, and that we continue to be 
vigilant with all of our health and safety protocols, the district can continue to provide our 
current in-person learning model.  
  
The District will continue to be vigilant about following the guidelines set forth at the 
beginning of this year.  These mandatory guidelines include: 

·     Maintaining proper hygiene (i.e. handwashing) 
·     Routine deep cleaning of the facilities 
·     Maintaining 6-foot social distancing 
·     Wearing of proper face covering 
·     Conducting health screenings  

  
In the event that the district does have a positive case, it is important to know that the 
likelihood of students being required to stay home either as individuals, or by cohort 
groups, can be greatly reduced if students are honoring the 6-foot social distancing and 
proper mask wearing protocols.  You should know that our students have been great 
about respecting the health requirements.  We are proud of them and their 
understanding about how these guidelines play a role in keep schools open.  There 
have been situations in other counties where groups of students were sent home after 
interacting with a positive individual because they had removed their masks and did not 
properly social distance.  We are told that if they had worn their masks and practiced 
social distancing it would have been less likely for those students to be sent home.  This 
is a practical reason to stay vigilant with the guidelines. 
  
Health Officials believe that holiday breaks might be a time where the incidence rates 
will spike, and that cases will be likely brought into the school setting on return from the 
holidays.  In this case, it is important to remember that communities help to open 
schools and to keep them open, schools do not open and stay open on their own.  It is 
important that as a community we continue to: 

·     Stay home from school when you are sick 
·     Continue to practice proper hygiene and health and safety guidelines 
·     Communicate with your schools when you have questions and or concerns 



  
With the holiday season in mind, County Health Officials have begun to set up free 
testing events throughout the county.  One goal of this testing is to help determine the 
prevalence of COVID in the county.  Typically, only individuals who are sick or 
symptomatic have access to be tested, whereas in this case, testing will be open to all 
individuals.  Health Officials believe that the incidence rate, which is used to gauge the 
reopening of schools, is not reliable if the numbers are driven mostly by individuals who 
self-select to test because they have symptoms.  According to Health Officials, if more 
individuals participate in COVID testing in general, meaning individuals who are healthy, 
the prevalence rate will likely go down, be more reliable, and could be used to help 
schools remain open in the long run.  They will be using our district facilities to set up a 
testing site on November 17th from 4:00pm to 8:00pm.  This will be a drive-through site 
conducted by LifeLine Ambulance.  Patrons who choose to take part in this event will be 
asked to enter through the north end of the high school campus near the tennis courts 
and to drive south through the parking lot between the building and the football field.  A 
testing site will be on the southwest corner of the building.  After the test is administered 
by Lifeline staff, cars will continue south to exit the site.   
  
Thank you for all you do in helping us to continue our focus on student learning.  We 
continue to appreciate the hard work of staff and community members during this 
unique school year.  
  
Thoughtfully,  
  
Jeff Hardesty, Ed.D. 
Oroville School District Superintendent 
 
Caryn McNair, RN  
Oroville School District Nurse 
 

 
 
 


